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Spitefully, adv. [from fpitcful.] Malicioufly} malignantly. 
T wicc Salle Evacine, jpitefuily forlworn ! 

1 hat fatal bcaft like this I would have torn. Waller. 

Vanefla fat, 

Scarce lift’ning to their idle chat. 

Further than fometimes by a frown. 

When they grew pert, to pull them down; 

At lalt Ihc fpitefully was bent 

To try their wifdom’s full extent. Swift. 

Spi'tefulness. n.f. [ from fpiteful. ] Malice; malignity; 
dclire of vexing. 

Jt looks more lik efpitefulncfs and ill-nature, than a diligent 
fearch after truth. Keil againjl Burnet. 

Sp s' TIED. aJj. [from fpit.] Shot out into length. 

Whether the head of a deer, that by age is more /pitted, 
may be brought again to be more branched. Bacon. 

Spi'tter. n.J. [from_//>//.] 

1. One who puts meat on a fpit. 

2. One who fpits with his mouth. 

3. A young deer. Ainfwoirtb. 

Spi'ttle. n.f. [Corrupted from bfpital , and therefore better 

written fpital, or fpittal.] HofpitaJ. It is dill retained in 
Scotland. 

To the fpittle go. 

And from the powd’ring tub of infamy 
Fetch forth the lazar kite of Crtffid’s kind. Shake/. H. V. 
This is it 

T hat makes the waned widow w’ed again; 

She whom the fpittle houfe, and ulcerous fores. 

Would caft the gorge at, this embalms and fpices 
To th’April-day again. Shakcfp. Timon. 

Cure the fpittle world of maladies. Cleavcland. 

Spi'ttle. n.f. [ ppoerhan, Saxon ] Moifture of the mouth. 
The faliva or fpittle is an humour of eminent ufe. Ray. 

Manas and Atys in the mouth were bred. 

And never hatch’d within the lab’ring head; 

No blood from bitten nails thofe poems drew. 

But churn’d like^>.-r//# from the lips they flew. Dryden. 
The fpittle is an adive liquor, immediately derived from the 
arterial blood: it is faponaceous. Arbuthnot. 

A genius for all ftations fit, 

Whofe meaneft talent is his wit; 

His heart too great, though fortune little. 

To lick a rafeal ftatefman’s fpittle. Swift. 

Spi'tvenom. n.f. [ fpit and venom. ] Poifon eje&ed from the 
mouth. 

The fpitvenom of their poifoned hearts breaketh out to the 
annoyance of others. Hooker. 

Splanchno'logy. n.f. [ fplanchnologit, French; and 

Xo'y©*.] A treatife or defeription of the bowels. Di£t. 
To SPLASH, v. a. [plajka, Swedifh. They have both an affi¬ 
nity with plajl ).] To daub with dirt in great quantities. 
Spla'shy. adj. [from fplajh.] Full of dirty water; apt to 
daub. 

Spla'yfoot. adj. [fplay or dfplay and foot.] Having the foot 
turned inward. 

Though Hill fome traces of our ruftick vein. 

And fplayfoct verfe remain’d, and will remain. Pope. 

Spla'ymouih. n.f. [fplay and mouth.] Mouth widened by 
defign. 

All authors to their own defeds are blind : 

Had’d thou but Janus-like a face behind. 

To fee the people when fplaymouths they make. 

To mark their fingers pointed at thy back, 

'J heir tongues loll’d out a foot. Dryden. 

SPLLEN. n.J. [fplen, Latin.J 

1. The milt; one of the vifeera, of which the ufe is fcarcely 
known. It is fuppofed the feat of anger and melancholy. 

If the wound be on the left hypochondrium, under the 
Ihort ribs, you may conclude the Jpleen wounded. IViJeman. 

2. Anger; fpne ; ill-humour. 

If Ihe mull teem, 

Create her child of fp'eeu, that it may live 

And be a thwart difnatur’d torment to her. Shakefpeare. 

Charge not in your fpleen a noble perfon. 

And fpoil your nobler foul. Shakefpeare. 

Kind pity checks my fpleen-, brave fcorn forbids 
Thofe tears to iHue, which fwell my eye-lids. Donne. 

Ail envy’d ; but the Thedyan brethren fhow’d 
1 he lead rclpect; and thus they vent their fpleen aloud : 

Lay down thofe honour’d fpoils. Dryden. 

In noble minds fome dregs remain. 

Not yet purg’d oft, of fpleen and four difdain. Pope. 

3. A fit of anger. 

Brief as the lightning in the collied night, 

That, in a ipleen, unfolds both heav’n and earth; 

And, ere a man hath power to fay, behold! 

I he jaws of darknefs do devour it up. Shakefpeare. 

4 Melancholy ; hypochondriacal vapours. 

Spleen , vapours, and fmall-pox above them all. Pope. 
Bodies chang’d to recent forms by fpleen. Pope, 
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Sple'ened. adj. [Uomjp'.een.] Deprived of the fuJe» n 
Animals fplecncd grow lalacious. N V 1 ' 

Sple'enful. adj. [jpleen and/*//.] Angry; pepviffi; 
melancholy. 1 HU1 » 

The commons, like an angry hive of bees 
That want their leader, fcattcr up and down • 

Myfelf have calm’d their fplcenful mutiny. ’Shak, H % 

The chearful foldiers, with new ftores fuppjy’d ’ 
Now long to execute their fpleenful will. * n , 

If you drink tea upon a promontory that over-hane? h 
fca, the whiftling of the wind is belter mufick to co™L, j 
minds than the opera to the fplcenful. 

Spl e'en less. adj. [from fpleen.] Kind; gentle; mild ru‘ 
folete. Ub * 

Mean time flew our fhips, and ftreight we fctcht 
The fyren’s ifle; a fpeenlefs wind fo ftretcht 
Her wings to waft us, and fo urg’d our keel. Chain 
Sple'enwort. n.f. [fpleen apd wort.] Miitwafte. A pU * 
The leaves and fruit are like thofe of the fern; but theIfin 
nulre are eared at their balls. Miller. * 

Safe pafs’d the gnome through this fantaftick band 
A branch of healing^/, enwort in his hand. 5 p 

Spl e'en y. adj. [from jpleen.] Angry; peevilh. 

What though I know her virtuous, 

And well deferving; yet I know her for 
A fp/eeny Lutheran, and not wholfome to 
Our caufe. Shakcfp. Henry VIIJ. 

Sple'ndent. adj. [fplcndens, Latin.] Shining; glofly; having 
luftre. B 

They affigned them names from fome remarkable qualities 
that is very obfervable in their red and fplendent planets. Brown. 

Mctallick fubftances may, by reafon of their great density' 
refled all the light incident upon them, and fo be as opake and 
Jplendent as it’s poffible for any body to be. , Newton, 

SPLE'NDID. adj. [jplendtde, Fr. jplcndidus, Latin.] Showy- 
magnificent ; fumptuous ; pompous. 

Unacceptable, though in heav’n, our ftate 
Of fplendid vaflalage. Milan. 

Deep in a rich alcove the prince was laid. 

And flept beneath die pompous eolonade: 

Faft by his fide Pififtratus lay fpread. 

In age his equal, on a fplendid bed. Pope’s Odyjfcy. 

Sple'ndidly. adv. [from fplendid :] Magnificently; furnp- 
tuoufly; pompoufly. 

Their condition, though it look [plendidly, yet when you 
handle it on all fides, it will prick your fingers. Taylor. 

You will not admit you li vcfphndidly, yet it cannot be 
denied but that you live neatly and elegantly." More. 

How he lives and eats. 

How largely gives, how fplcndidly he treats. Dryden: 

He, of the royal ftore 
Splendidly frugal, fits whole nights devoid 
Of jfweet repofe. Philip!. 

Sple'ndour. n.f. [fplendeur, French; fplendor, Latin.] 
x. Luftre; power of Shining. 

Splendour hath a degree of whitenefs, efpccially if there be 
a little rcpercuffion; lor a looking-glafs, with the ftcel behind, 
looketh whiter than glafs fimple. Bacon’s Natural Hjlory. 

The dignity of gold above filver is not much; thcjjp.rir- 
dour is alike, and more pleafing to fome. eyes, as in cloth of 
filver. , Bacon’s Phyf Remarks. 

The firft fymptoms are a chilnefs, a certain Jplendour or 
fhining in the eyes, with a little moifture. Arbuthnot. 

2. Magnificence; pomp. 

Romulus, being to give laws to his new Roman?, found 
no better way to procure an eftfeem and reverence to them, 
than by firft procuring it to himfelf by fplendour of habit and 
retinue. South's Sermon. 

’Tis ufe alone that fandifies expence. 

And fplendour borrows all her rays from fenfe. Pope. 
Sple'netick. adj. [fplenetique, French.] Troubled with the 
fpleen ; fretful; peevifh. 

Horace purged himfelf from thefe fplenetick reflexions in 
odes and epodes, before lie undertook his fatyrs. Dryden. 

This daughter filently lowers, t’other ideals a kind look at 
you, a third is exactly well behaved, and a fourth a fpler-t- 
tick. Taller. 

You humour me when I am fick ; 

Why not when I am fplenetick i R°f e ‘ 

Sple'nick. adj. [fplenique, French ; fplen, Latin.] Belonging 
to the fpieen. 

Suppofc the fpleen obftruded in its lower parts and■ 
anch, a potent heat caufcth the orgafmus to boil. Harvey. 

The fplenick vein hath divers cells opening into it near its 
extremities in human bodies; but in quadrupeds die ceils open 
into the trunks of the fplenick veins. Ray an the Crcaaw- 
Sple'nish. adj. [from Jpleen] Fretful; peevilh.] 

Youi Selves you muft engage, 

Somewhat to cool your fplenifl) rage. 

Your grievous thirft, and to ailwagc, 

That fiift you drink this liquor. Drayton- 
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Sflenitive. adj. [fromfpleen.] Hot; fiery; paffionate. Not 
in ufe. 

Take thy fingers from mv throat; 

For though I am not J'plenitlve and rafh. 

Yet 1 have in me fomething dangerous. Shake/. Hamlet. 
Splent. n.f [Or perhaps fptint ; fpinella, Italian.] 

Splents is a callous hard fubftance, or an infenfiblc fwclling, 
which breeds on or adheres to the ftiank-bone, and when it 
grows big fpoils the fhape of the leg. When there is but one, 
it is called a fingle J'plint ; but when there is another oppofite to 
it on the outfidc of the Ihank-bonc, it is called a pegged or 
pinned fplent. Farrier's Dili. 

To Splice, v. a. [ fplijfen, Dutch ; plica, Latin.] To join the 
t&o ends of a rope without a knot. 

Splint, n.f. [fplinter, Dutch] A thin piece of wood or other 
matter ufed by chirurgeons to hold the bone newly fet in its 
place. 

The ancients, after the feventh day, ufed fplints, which 

not only kept the members fteady, but ftraight; and of thefe 

fome are made of tin, others of fcabbard and wood, fowed up 

in iinnen cloths Wijemans Surgery. 

To Splint. 1 r c . , 

-r r, cv- a - [ from the noun. J 

To bPLI NT HR. 3 

1. To fccure by fplints. 

This broken joint intreat her to fplinter, and this crack of 
vour love fhall grow ftronger than it was before. Shak. Othello. 

2. To fhiver; to break into fragments. 

SPLINTER, n.f. [fplinter, Dutch.] 

1. A fragment of any thing broken with violence. 

He was flain upon a courfe at tilt, one of the fplinters of 
Montgomery’s ftafF going in at his bever. Bacon. 

Amidft whole heaps of fpices lights a ball. 

And now their odours arm’d againft them flie; 

Some precioufly by flutter'd porcelain fall. 

And fome by aromatick fp inters die. Dryden. 

2. A thin piece of wood. 

A plain Indian fan, ufed by the meaner fort, made of the 
fmall Stringy parts of roots, fpread out in a round flat form, 
and fo bound together with a fplinter hoop, and ftrengthened 
with fmall bars on both fides. Grew’s Mufcrutn. 

To Splinter, v. n. [from the noun.] To be broken into 
fragments. 

To SPLIT, v. a. pret -fplit. [ fpletten. fplltten, Dutch.] 

1. I 0 cleave; to rive; to divide longitudinally in two. 

Do t, and thou haft the one half of my heart; 

Do’t not, thou fplit'/} thine own. Shak. Winter's Tate. 
Mine own tongue fplits what it fpeaks, Shakefpeare. 
That Self-hand 

Hath, with the courage which the heart did lend it, 

Split ted the heart. Shakcfp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Wer’t thou ferv’d up two in one dilh, the rather 
To flit thy lire into a double father? Clea-Veland. 

W hen cold Winter JpUt the rocks in twain, 

Le ftript the bearsfoot of its leafy growth. Dryden. 

A Skull fo hard, that it is almoft as cafy to fplit a helmet of 
,r0 ".^ to i? uk ? a . future »'i it. Ray on the Creation. 

i his eiiort is in fome earthquakes fo vehement, that it fplits 
an . tcars thc carch > niaking cracks or cliafms in it fome 

, ™ lcs ’. ., Woodward. 

2. I o divide; to part. 

Their lo 2 ick has appeared the mere art of wrangling and 
the.r metaphyficks the fkill of fplit ting an hair, of dift.n Gib¬ 
ing without a difference. IVatti's Improv. of the Mind. 

One and the fame ray is by re fraction difturbed, (battered, 
dilated, and fplit, and fpread into many diverging rays. Newt. 

He mftanceS Luther’s feiifuality and difobcdieiice; two 
crimes which he has dealt with, and to make the more folemn 


Atterbury. 


Swift. 


(hew he fplit ’em into twenty. 

Oh, would it pleafe the gods to fplit 
Thy beauty, fizc, and years, and wit, 

No age could furnifti out a pair 
Of nymphs fo graceful, wife, and fair; 

With half the luftre of your eyes, 

With half your wit, your years, and fi'ze. 

V 1 o oalh and break on a rock;. 

(iod-s deletion, ns t, full and violent wind, drives him in 

b”lr«” , eS, 5 y 5 j' h " b °” r ’ b “ ^ 

1 hofe who live by fhores, with joy behold^ ^ 

Some wealthy veffi-1 fplit or ftranded mX ; 

A,,;’; 1 the TOC X s k ’ a P down for Shipwreck’d gold, 

. And fc-ek the tempefts which the others fly ® n r 1 
4 - To divide ; to break into’difeord. } Dr ^ ,U 

ln (Sates notorioufly irreligious, a fccrct and irroCrtu 1 
^-unrels, and fmites their moft refined plffi! 

To yu I “ r “ on anJ * '“*■ Smb; sj,l 

T »bwit it. funder i to craclt; to fnffer difruntion. 

WauZZ* h ” d "-urhlo^t afunder b, con- 

.... What is’t to me, 

U 110 ^ver fail 0J1 her unfaithful fca, 
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If fiorms arife and clouds grow black, 

If the malfjplit, and threaten wrack? Drulen. 

'File road that to the lungs this ftore tranfmits, 

Into unnumber’d narrow channels fplits. Blaclm.rt 

Each had a gravity would make you fplit, 

And Shook his head at M— y as a wit. Pope. 

2. To be broken againft rocks. 

After our (hip did fplits 

When you, and the poor number fav’d with you, 

Hung on our driving boat. Shakefpeare. 

Thefe are the rocks on which the fanguine tribe of lovers 
dail y fplit, and on which the politician, the akhymift, and pro¬ 
jector are caft away. A del fon’s Spectator. 

The Seamen fpied a rock, and the wind was fo flrong that 
we were driven dircCly upon it, and immediately fplit. Gulliv. 
Spli'tter. n.f [from fplit ] One who fplits. 

Mow Should we rejoice, if, like Judas the firft, 

Thofe JpLtters of parfons in funder Should burft! Swift. 
Splu'tter. n.f Buftle; tumult. A low word. 

To SPOIL v. a. [fpolo, Latin ; jpolier, French.] 

1. To rob ; to take away by force. 

Ye took joyfully the J'poiling of your goods, knowing in 
yourfelvcs that ye have in heaven an enduring fubftance. Htb. 
This mount 

With all his verdure /poll'd., and trees adrift. Milton-. 

2. To plunder; to ft rip of goods. 

Yielding themfelves upon the Turks faith, for the fafeguarJ 
of their liberty and goods, they were moft injuriously /polled 
of all that they had. Knolles’s Hi/lory of the Turks. 

1 hou Shalt not gain what I deny to yield. 

Nor reap the harvcfl, though thou Jpoi'Jt the field. Prior. 

My fens their old unhappy fire defpife. 

Spoil'd of his kingdom, and depriv’d of eyes. Pope. 

3. I o corrupt; to mar; to make ufclefs. [This is properly 
fpill, j pillan, Saxon.] 

Beware left any man fpoil you, through philofophy and vain 
dcccit -. _ Col. ii. 8. 

Spiritual pride fpoils many graces. Taylor. 

To Spoil v. n. 

1. To praCice robbery or plunder. 

England was infefted with robbers and outlaws, which, 
lurking in woods, ufed often to break forth to rob and fpoil. 

Spenfer on Ireland. 

They which hate us fpoil for themfelves. Pf. xliv. 14. 

2. To grow ufelefs; to be corrupted. 

He that gathered a hundred bufhels of acorns, or apples, 
had thereby a property in them : he was only to look that he 
uSed them before they fpoiled, elfe he robbed others. Locke. 
Spoil, n.f [fpolium, Latin.] 

1. That which is taken by violence; that which is taken from 
an enemy; plunder; pillage; booty. 

1 he cry of f albot ferves me for a fword ; 

F or I have loaden me with many fpoils, 

Ulmg no other weapon but his name. Shakcfp. Hen. VI 
Where the cleaver chops the heifer’s fpoil, 

v ™ y i rC f hi L? noftril Gay's Trivia. 

2. I he act of robbery; robbery; waftc. 

T he man that hath not mufick in himfelf. 

Nor is not mov’d with concord of fweet founds 
Is fit for treafons, ftratagems, znd fpoils. Shakefpeare. 
uo and fpeed! 

Havock, and fpoil, and ruin arc my gain. Milt. Parad Loll 
3- Corruption; caufc of corruption. J 

^Company, villainous company, hath been the fpoil of 

4. The Ijoush , the ceft-off .kin „f a ferpent. 

bc old. 1 ”’ ' hC rath ‘ T f “ r thc “*“>8 of their fptil, live ’till they 
Spoiler, n.f. [from fpoil.] Bacon ’ 

1. A robber; a plunderer; a pillager. 

x’i ru ‘ n ker maiui ers Rome 

IJoth fuffer now, as (he’s become 

j *£*&<*% 

ToT}} >OU ’ hcre ’ thus far ’ thro ’ wav «, ticonquer'" 

lowafte, to plunder, out of mecrcompaffion? ^ ’ 

11 bomamty that prompts you on ? 

Happy for us, and happy for you fp-ilers, 

„ n " ad y° Ur humani T reach’d our world ! A pu.L* 

2. One who mars or corrupts any thing. ’ ' ‘ 

u-Po ilful. adj. [fpoil and/R//.j Wafteful; rapacious 
Having oft ,1, battle vanquished P 
Thofe/poi/ful Pi&s, and U armingEaftcrlings 
Long time 111 peace his realm cftablilhcd & ’ 

Spoke, n.f. [ r p ara> Saxon; fpdche, German 1 
wheel that pafles from the nave to the felly 
All you gods, 

In general fynod take away her power- 

And a V } hc jR'‘ ht and bellies of Ter wheel. 

And bowl the round nave down the bill of heav’n. Shet'eR 

No 


Fairy Queen. 
The bar of a 
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